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Seeing red in wake of School Alcohol Bill being green lit

education matters

Schools reflect society
To set an example for our youth, we need to adopt new approaches to education

“SCHOOLS reflect the society they 
serve.” 

It is hard to accept, but it is a 
reality to contend with, and efforts 
must be made to change it, if it is 
something negative. So if there are 
anti-social behaviours at schools, in 
staffrooms and classrooms, it is but a 
reflection of the society and leadership 
we “uphold” as a people. 

Another statement of life that plays 
itself out at schools is “people choose 
leaders that are like them” – often 
departments of education and gov-
erning bodies choose principals that 
will perpetuate their controlling ideals 
at the expense of the staff, pupils and 
parents’ best interests. 

Therefore, we can deduce that prin-
cipals are often appointed to perpet-
uate the status quo at the expense of 
progress of the school. That is a form 
of bullying, called in politics a kind of 
fascism, where people are exploited to 
ensure that they are forced to obey the 
dictates of those in power. 

I am touching on this because to 
usher in a new globally-needed holis-
tic leisure learning (HLL) culture, one 
must first understand whether one 
perhaps is an oppressor, who will even 
use something as good as HLL to abuse 
others, instead of serving humanity. 

Having been blessed to pioneer this 
long researched HLL-wonder in trans-
forming existing education, needed 
from me major deprogramming, from 
being a state qualified teacher-centred 
authoritarian to a humble servant of 

children and parents in what their 
needs are… and I am still in the pro-
cess of transformation of self to give 
true value to HLL. 

This is where we need each other’s 
input to strengthen our resolve to 
serve our children with quality edu-
cation. HLL and my book Holistic 
Curriculum- related Reflections (Argus 
19-9-2018 and; 11-10-2018) bring val-
ues back into the education process, 
but without adults valuing each other 
and the children, even such an awe-
some proposal will be worthless.  

We need first to acknowledge that 
every human possesses a unique gem, 
which we will have to “dig for” to feel 
truly connected. Only then will we 
as teachers, principals, state officials, 
business and parents be able to set an 

example for our youth. A sign that we 
have not mastered ourselves is the con-
stant badgering of youth in speeches 
by religious and academic leaders. 

It is not the youth that are the 
problem. They are only imitating bad 
adult behaviour. For example, the 
unethical tariffs on water usage caused 
striking university students to leave 
the taps open to punish the univer-
sity through high municipality water 
accounts. Youth learn from us how 
to bully, gang-up, threaten, extort, 
marginalise and manipulate. The edu-
cation crisis is just an alarm clock that 
calls our attention to our dysfunctional 
systems and adult imperfections. 

The attacks on teachers are the first 
line of attack against a failing educa-
tion and political system that exploits 
young minds. 

If schools cannot guarantee a child 
a job or higher level of education, then 
why apply an examination system that 
was designed to identify the various 
hierarchical positions in the industry, 
because there are only 0.1% jobs avail-
able in the formal sector.  

We are stressing our young people 
to the extent that teenage suicides are 
rising. If one child’s life is not valuable 
for us to reconsider our systems and 
adopt new approaches that is holisti-
cally promising, then we have failed 
being human. 

That HLL is available, with one 
textbook for all grades that accelerates 
and advances education holistically 
and leisurely,  is a boon that should be 

welcomed. Any attempt to marginalise 
this 28-year qualitative research will 
simply be folly and prejudicial, two 
characteristics of someone that has 
not grown up, a lament we constantly 
express to young people, while we 
practice hypocrisy. That is hard, but for 
those who are serious, it is paramount 
to be reflective. 

We must remember children can 
see through us, that is why we often 
shut them up, because we do not 
want to hear our short-comings, but if 
we want a better education, we must 
better ourselves.  

Let’s open the floor for discussion 
and implementation of the goodness 
of HLL and more of other people’s 
goodness will surface. 

I would like to quote Chris Hedges 
in his speech that introduces his book 
America: The Farewell Tour. 

When he asked Father Daniel 
Barrigan what faith was, the priest 
answered: “It is the belief that the 
good drawest toward the good, even 
if all the empirical evidence around 
you says otherwise.”

We must have faith that we can 
make a difference. We often believe 
that the state must provide the solu-
tions, because we vote and pay taxes, 
but if it is not forth-coming and we 
have the means, then we must act. 
Action is lasting and progressive.

Mogamat Faadiel Arnold has 43 years 
teaching experience from Grade 1 to 
college level. Blog: Bo-Kaap:Helper.
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Manuel urges youth to uplift community

AT A recent gathering of students who 
benefited from an education trust 
which he founded, former finance 
minister Trevor Manuel was intro-
duced as “the world’s longest-serving 
finance minister”.

“That doesn’t mean a thing,” he 
responded from his seat in a hall at 
Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. This 
pretty much summed-up his relaxed 
demeanour, dressed in jeans and sneak-
ers on a Saturday morning, waiting to 
speak to students receiving aid from the 
Mitchells Plain Bursary and Role Model 
Trust. Manuel weighed in on the issues 
of  life skills and the gaps in education at 
Cape Flats schools, which leave students 
ill-prepared for tertiary study. 

What the trust and students are doing 
is “playing catch up,” he said. This was 
later echoed by Chad Hamner, a first-
year education student at UWC. 

He passed matric at Cedar High 
School last year. Talking about the 
adjustment from high school to univer-
sity, he said it’s not hard, “just different”.

Manuel tells the young people they 
have to “learn from each other” because 
challenges across the world have left 
young people worse off  than their par-

ents. Much has changed since the early 
days of  the trust, which Manuel helped 
establish in 2010. Co-chairperson Jeremy 
Michaels said the bursary programme 
would have disbursed an estimated 
R1.5 million by the end of  2018.

“Since inception, we have assisted 
no less than 25 students to graduate and 
that number will increase substantially 
going forward, not least because we are 

now providing support to 75 students 
drawn mainly from the 17 high schools 
in Mitchells Plain.” 

Keshia Urias from Beacon Valley is 
a second-year biochemistry student at 
the UCT. It was in matric at Spine Road 
High that she learnt of  the opportunity 
to get financial aid from the trust. She 
jumped at the chance because being 
raised by a single parent would have 

made tertiary studies difficult. “There’s 
always that gap in funding. With the 
help of  the trust, I don’t have to worry 
about it.” Reflecting on the country’s 
legacy, Manuel tells the group to plough 
back into the community. “Already other 
people are looking up to you.” 

l For more information on the Mitch-
ells Plain Bursary and Role Model Trust, 
visit www.mpbursarytrust.org.za.
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Importance of mock 
exams for matrics

MATRIC pupils should by now have 
settled down nicely into writing  
their final exams. Not so long ago, they 
sat for their September assessments, 
what commonly are known as “mock 
matric exams”. 

These (September or third-term) 
simulated tests offer good insight 
into how prepared pupils really are 
for meeting the requirements of the 
National Senior Certificate. They offer 
teachers and parents real opportunities 
to gain awareness of possible problems, 
shortcomings, deficiencies and barriers 
pupils may have faced or continue 
to face and experience at school or 
perhaps even at home. 

The mock exams furthermore 
offer educational officials insight into 
schools that have met their tasks and 
where intervention may be required. 

Some three months before the 
release of the final results, education 
officials are in a position to evalu-
ate and compare pupils progressions, 
possible improvements and accom-
plishments (or otherwise), and general 
scores, across neighbourhoods, towns, 
districts, regions and provinces. 

Low attainment levels usually 
mean swift and decisive action, which 
may include naming and shaming 
under-performers, in this instance, 
usually principals. School principals 
in turn put pressure on their teachers 
to do all in their power to guarantee 
the success of the matric pupil. 

Of serious concern, however, is the 
propensity among certain schools to 
issue (September) reports while omit-
ting any indication of subject failure. 

This, so it is reasoned, is to safe-
guard the pupil’s chances at gaining 
entry into a college or university. 

Others argue that an indication of 
subject failure may even scupper the 
pupil chances of getting a job, whether 
casual, part-time, or permanent. 

It is quite often the mock exams 
results that may have a more conclu-
sive bearing on the pupil’s future. 

Certain educational psychologists 
for years have cautioned against the 
explicit indication of “failure”, espe-
cially in lower grades, whether for a 
specific subject or for the exams on 
the whole. Such negative stipulation 
publicly shames the pupil, thereby 
diminishing levels of self-confidence. 

In other words, the omission of the 
word “failure” on the pupil’s Septem-
ber report card may in actual fact help 
to secure holiday employment, gain 
entry into university and pass the end 
of year exams with improved results. 
But is it really all that simple? 

Whose interests are really served 
when a “pass” appears next to a subject 
the pupil hardly could cope with in 
class or in the exams? 

Schools opting to indicate an across 
the board “pass” surely stand a better 
chance of featuring far more positively 
and impressively on official data sets, 
than their more honest, often strug-
gling peers? What does not help mat-
ters is when pupils compare their own 
results with those of their peers from 
other schools, which is what inspired 
this commentary. Where a colleague’s 
daughter “failed” her mock exams, 
her daughter’s close friend, a fellow 
matric pupil, at a neighbouring school, 
“passed” all subjects, but with far less 
pleasing results. 

Is the education department  
aware of such unfair if not dishonest 
practices?

 
CLIVE W KRONENBERG 
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THESE are some of my comments as 
a follow-up to my article published in 
The Cape Argus on August 28, under 
the headline “Bill won’t fix our failing 
education system”.

It must be noted that exhaustive 
submissions were made and public 
hearings were conducted at exorbitant 
costs by the DA-led Western Cape 
provincial parliament’s standing com-
mittee headed by B Kivedo. 

It is said that the bill was under-
pinned by emphasis placed upon qual-
ity education outcomes, accountability 
and transparency. I must hasten to 
stress that there is very scant, if any 
evidence, to support this emphasis, 
especially when looking at the major-
ity of black township schools.

The focus of my comments is 
based on the sale and consumption 

of alcohol on school premises or dur-
ing school activities – appropriately 
referred to as the “School Booze Bill”. 

It is legislated that this bill is sub-
ject to conditions laid down by the 
Western Cape Liquor Act of 2008 with 
the head of department (HOD), princi-
pal and school governing body (SGB) 
playing a pivotal role. I fail to appre-
ciate the relevance and significance of 
a Liquor Act in matters of education.

Despite the fact that I attended the 
public hearing regarding the bill held 
in Cape Town, I categorically refused 
to submit my written submission to 
the standing committee on education 
co-ordinator Wasiema Hassan-Moosa. 

I believe firmly and I am over-
whelmingly convinced that I do 
not owe any allegiance or loyalty to  
this education authority but that I  

only owe it to the majority of under-
privileged black township communi-
ties who are affected negatively by  
this legislation. 

It is remarkable that both ANC 
MPLs Theo Oliver and Cameron Dug-
more actually questioned the imple-
mentation of this bill and that it was 
done despite the fact that the majority 
of the public representatives rejected it.

This legislation also indirectly 
fuels the ongoing implementation of 
the soul-destroying, devastating and 
exploitative “tot-system” practised by 
wine farmers and which to a large 
extent contributes to the fact that 
South Africa has the highest incidence 
of fetal alcohol syndrome among farm 
worker communities.

It would be interesting if this edu-
cation authority would make the facts 

and figures of the outcome of the 
submissions and public hearings held, 
available to the public. 

It is shocking that WCED advocate 
Lynn Coleridge-Zils, when questioned, 
could not provide detailed and ade-
quate information regarding the 83 
schools which allegedly supported the 
bill. My question to her is: How many 
schools rejected the bill?

Also to be noted is, of course,  
the fact that according to the pro-
vincial legislation legal council,  
this bill is in contradiction with 
national legislation.

I was shocked, angry and horrified 
when I read the headline in the Cape 
Argus on October 10 – “School Booze 
Bill to get the green light”. 

I just saw “RED”!
It is rather disappointing that some 

members of the Progressive Principals’ 
Association actually endorsed and sup-
ported this bill for completely the 
wrong and misleading reason of it 
being income/revenue generating. 

Yes. It is a “thorn in the flesh” and 
it does send out the wrong message to 
the public but please, we should not 
allow ourselves to be “pricked”.

Lastly, do these bureaucratic DA-led 
“education” authorities sitting in 
their “ivory towers” seriously have no  
regard and respect for our dignity, 
wishes, and aspirations for the suc-
cessful delivery of a good, quality,  
free, compulsory, non-racial and holis-
tic form of education to the youth of 
our country?
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TREVOR Manuel with beneficiaries Yolanda Tshililo, Seonaid Kabiah and Ashiqa Fakier of the Mitchells Plain Bursary and Role Model Trust 
complete one of the challenges of a modern-day scavenger hunt at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens.   |  SHELLEY CHRISTIANS


